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a majority both in the north-western and the
noth-eastern India but scattered as a minority
over the whole sub-continent In religious and
social outlook, in historic traditions and culture,
the difference between them and their Hindu
fellow countrymen goes as deep, if not deeper,
than any similar difference in Europe.' It is
clear that in Europe similar difference exists
between nations, each with a sovereign state
of its own. If, therefore, Mr. Amery's state-
ment is carried to its logical conclusion it is
inevitable that Hindus and Muslims will have to
be recognized as two nations which must have
states of their own. Similar appreciation of the
realities of the Indian situation is to be found in
the observations made by an authoritative body
like the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Indian
Constitutional Reforms, namely, "India is in-
habited by many races... often as distinct from
one another in origin, tradition, and manner of
life as are the nations of Europe. Two-thirds of
its inhabitants profess Hinduism in one form or
another as their religion, over seventy-seven
(now ninety) millions are followers of Islam; and
the difference between the two is not only of
religion in the stricter sense but -also of law and
culture. They may be said, indeed, to represent
t*?o distinct and separate civilizations," The
Committee also observes that Hindus and Muslims